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ANNOTATION:

Case Callahan feels left out because his mother is a stage actress, his father is a champion horseman, and his sister is a successful swimmer, and Case, well, he really does not have a knack for anything. After messing up at the talent show, the science fair, and the junior horse show, he finds a dog that changes his life. This dog makes him feel that he is a winner just like the rest of his family.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

· Uses of the Book

· This book could be used in the classroom when discussing the issues of disabilities and self-esteem. This could also be used as an assignment in an English or Reading class.

· The book is somewhat lengthy. The book should be assigned to read as homework, during study period, or read aloud chapter by chapter.

· Activities

· Ask the students to make a list of extra-curricular activities they are involved in, or want to be involved in. This can include sports, music, Girl or Boy Scouts, hobbies, Student Council, etc. Ask them to write a short essay describing their activity (or why they want to be in that activity) and any awards they have won pertaining to this activity.

· The students can write a short essay describing their pet, or a pet they would like to have. This can include pictures or drawings. The essay should include what type of pet they have (or want), how they obtained it (if they know), and if it can do any tricks.

· The teacher can write the each name of a student in his or her class on a piece of paper. The paper should be passed around to everyone, and each student can write one nice thing about the student at the top of the list, anonymously. The teacher should evaluate the comments, and edit them if necessary. The teacher can then put these papers on the wall, or hand them to the students to read. 

WEB SITES
Author


Answers.com – Nancy Ruth Patterson

http://www.answers.com/topic/nancy-ruth-patterson
The website provides information from Nancy Ruth Patterson about her writings. 

There are also personal facts about her on the website. However, the site is a little 

Dated because it considers The Winner’s Walk a work-in-progress.

Illustrator


Thomas F. Yezerski

http://www.thomasfyezerski.com/

This website is the website of Thomas F. Yezerski. It provides information on 


other works he has illustrated and biographical information. There is a link to 


contact him for a school visit, and other links he recommends.

Topics Covered in the Book

· Service Dogs

· NEADS: Assistance Dogs, Service Dogs, Hearing Dogs
http://www.neads.org/index.shtml
This is the website for a non-profit organization that trains dogs for people with disabilities. There is an explanation of the different types of service dogs, how to acquire a service dog, and has a list of frequently asked questions.

· Delta Society: Improving Human Health Through Service and Therapy Dogs 
http://www.deltasociety.org/
This website explains the society’s mission in promoting human-animal relationships. They believe animals help improve human health in a variety of ways. There is a list of frequently asked questions, and an explanation of service dogs.

· Self Esteem

· Building Your Child’s Self Esteem 

http://www.more-selfesteem.com/child_self_esteem.htm
This website gives suggestions on how parents and teachers can help improve a child’s self-esteem.

· Charity Guide: Build A Child’s Self Esteem http://www.charityguide.org/volunteer/fifteen/self-esteem.htm
This link provides ways anyone can build a child’s self esteem. It notes that Oprah was inspired by her fourth grade teacher, and Senator John McCain was inspired by his football coach.
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